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Artist has
started
business
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10 inches high on its end.

Kent Foreman of Harmony
Development Co. said of the
work, “It's an interactive piece
that reflects the philosophy of

the community, and its wildlife

aswell.”

Ricchi is no stranger to
large-scale art. In fact, her spe-
cialty is fabricating creative
public seating composed of
concrete and steel that mimics
natural items.

Harmony recently pur-
chased one of her most stun-
ning pieces of artistic seating, a
lifelike re-creation of fallen tim-
bers of twisted live oak set
among large stones. The twist-
ed oak is so realistic in size,
shape, texture and color that it
is startling to touch it and dis-
cover that it is concrete, not
wood.

The work, titled “This Forest
Primeval,” is 14feet long,
10 feet deep, 6feet high and
weighs about a ton. It took Ric-
chi a month to fabricate the
concrete-and-steel  structure,
which last month was lowered
by forklift into the community
dog park.

Ricchi's inspiration for the
piece came from her love of the
outdoors.

“I spend a lot of time in the
woods. I just find natural ele-
ments that are of interest to
me,"” she said.

Ricchi's work in concrete
has gained popularity outside
of Harmony. She won a $48,000
commission from Hil
County to design and fabricate
the entrance to mﬁe collimng
largest sports complex, Ed Ra
ice Park, in Tampa. The sculp-
ture, titled “Building Character
Through Competition,” is a 14-
foot-long replica of a baseball
bat and ball, soccer ball and
catcher's mitt atop a score-

le platform illuminat-
ed with the park title.

She is also one of three final-
ists whose work will be chosen
next month for a permanent
display at the St. Lucie County
Marine Center in Fort Pierce.
Ricchi entered her largest pub-
lic-seating piece to date in the

tition — a massive 6-ton
reproduction of a coral reef
called “Full Fathom Five.” The
structure  includes  colorful
brain, elk horn and leaf corals,
starfish and a grouper peeking
out from behind the coral.

“This is the stuff I do in my
free time — make 6-ton pieces
of sculpture,” said the 41-year
old, who branched out on her
own after working for 10 years
as a full-time artist for Walt Dis-
ney World, Universal and Sea-
World Orlando. She did every-
thing that required an’ artist's
hand at the parks, from paint-
ing to sewing to fabricating
plaster facades for buildings.

Ricchi became interested in
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Dlglging into the earth. Artist Kia Ricchi prepares a site for her new

sculpture, made out of a roller that was used on the ranchland before
the new town of Harmony sprouted up east of 5t. Cloud.

sculpting large-scale concrete
structures while working at the
parks. She decided to open her
own business, Centerline Pro-
duction Inc., to pursue that in-
terest. She obtained a general
contractor’s license at the same
time in order to contract gen-
eral construction projects as
well as public-art projects.

While the combination of art
and construction may seem un-
usual, it is a natural fit for Ric-
chi, who said she has always en-
joyed art and always has had a
fascination with the structural
integrity of things. Centerline
Production
mix of art and construction,”
she said.

For Ricchi, mixing life, art
and concrete in innovative
ways is all in a day's work — as
is her willingness to experi-
ment.

“You've got to have the cour-
age to try new things,” she said.

“is kind of a nice






















